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2 of 2 review helpful Elegant writing and cringe inducing realism By Jaelynn This wonderful first novel which Kirkus 
correctly called mordantly funny and emotionally ruthless is a tour de force that combines elegant writing with cringe 
inducing realism and a page turning plot Hernandez s characters are complex and human mdash nbsp often 
infuriatingly so mdash and as Ethan the book s narrator gradually becomes ldquo Writing in a fervently literary style 
that flirts openly with the traditions of Salinger Plath and Fitzgerald Hern aacute ndez is a diamond sharp satirist and a 
bracingly fresh chronicler of the heartbreak of trying to grow up Honest and absurd funny and tragic wild and lovely 
this novel describes modern coming of age with poetic precision rdquo The Devil Wears Prada nbsp meets The Bell 
Jar in this story o ldquo Wry hellip literary hellip His characters are vivid enough to stand alone hellip Victims of their 
affected apathy and subject beneath their veneer of disinterested sophistication to the same immemorial terrors and 
heartbreaks Madeline Dorian and 
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