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5 of 5 review helpful The Czech Version of Twain Vonnegut and Heller By Graven Images Had to go to for this 
couldn t find it in a bookstore Classic Eastern European dry wit and ironic fatalism the perfect attitude for an 
unenthusiastic soldier marching off to a war he doesn t understand doesn t care to be involved in and has nothing to 
gain by participating except maybe a marble headstone with his name on i Jaroslav Ha scaron ek s black satire the 
inspiration for such works as Joseph Heller s Catch 22 Good natured and garrulous Scaron vejk becomes the Austro 
Hungarian army s most loyal Czech soldier when he is called up on the outbreak of the First World War although his 
bumbling attempts to get to the front serve only to prevent him from reaching it Playing cards getting drunk and 
becoming a general nuisance the resourceful Scaron vejk uses a From the Inside Flap Introduction and translation by 
Cecil Parrott From the Back Cover The eponymous hero of The Good Soldier Svjek the book for which the Czech 
writer Jaroslav Hasek will forever be remembered has virtually 
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