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0 of 0 review helpful A wonderful novel and a compelling read By Mary S Paris is a big boy This is a terrific novel 
and my first encounter with author Alain Mabanckou from the Republic of Congo It s the satisfying tale of Massala 
Massala and others of his generation who put all their hopes in moving to Paris and living a swanky life that would be 
the envy of family and friends back home only to find that y This tale of wild adventure reveals the dashed hopes of 
Africans living between worlds When Moki returns to his village from France wearing designer clothes and affecting 
all the manners of a Frenchman Massala Massala who lives the life of a humble peanut farmer after giving up his 
studies begins to dream of following in Moki rsquo s footsteps Together the two take wing for Paris where Massala 
Massala finds himself a part of an underworld of out of work undocum From Booklist Mabanckou rsquo s timely 
novel originally published in French in 1998 offers a unique slant on the illegal immigrant experience mdash that of 
young African men migrating to large cities in the coun 
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