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1 of 1 review helpful Beautifully Written But Very Dark Book By Jeffrey J Ward Evelyn Waugh certainly one of the 
foremost British novelist s of the 20th century is famous for his satirical accounts of the British aristocracy This is a 
dark and misanthropic novel from the Depression era between the wars Tony Last is portrayed somewhat 
sympathetically but is at the same time pathetically trying to hold on to the old ways After seven years of marriage the 
beautiful Lady Brenda Last has grown bored with life at Hetton Abbey the Gothic mansion that is the pride and joy of 
her husband Tony She drifts into an affair with the shallow socialite John Beaver and forsakes Tony for the Belgravia 
set In a novel that combines tragedy comedy and savage irony Evelyn Waugh indelibly captures the irresponsible 
mood of the crazy and sterile generation between the wars com All over England people were waking up queasy and 
despondent Few writers have walked the line between farce and tragedy as nimbly as Evelyn Waugh who employed 
the conventions of the comic novel to chip away at the already crumbling English 
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