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3 of 3 review helpful Funny and touching By GL Davis 4 5 stars This being the first George Saunders collection I ve 
read while I ve been aware he has received great critical praise I had no idea he was so funny CivilWarLand in Bad 
Decline is his first published volume containing six short stories and a novella In many a key setting is a rather 
dystopian and dysfunctional historical theme park though it s Since its publication in 1996 George Saunders rsquo s 
debut collection has grown in esteem from a cherished cult classic to a masterpiece of the form inspiring an entire 
generation of writers along the way In six stories and a novella Saunders hatches an unforgettable cast of characters 
each struggling to survive in an increasingly haywire world With a new introduction by Joshua Ferris and a new 
author rsquo s note by Saunders himself this edition is essential com Funny sad bleak weird toxic the future of 
America as the Free Market runs rampant the environment skids into disarray and civilization dissolves into surreal 
chaos These wacky brilliant hilarious and entirely original stories cue us in on George 
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